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This morning we are returning to our series entitled, “Rediscovering the 

Church” which has consumed most of the last year. Since we have had a 

lengthy detour for the holidays, let me review where we have been and where we are 

now going in our series.  

� The church’s identity: 

o God-centered  

o Gospel-defined 

� The Church’s true image: 

o The Family of God 

o The Bride of Christ 

o The temple of the Living God 

o The Body of Christ 

� Worship: The Ultimate Purpose of the Church 

� Disciple-making: The Mission of the Church 

� Scripture: The church’s source of spiritual authority 

� Prayer: the church’s means of spiritual power 

� Gospel Community: Being a part of the body of Christ 

� The beauty of gospel culture 

� Spiritual Leadership: leading the body to follow Christ 

o The Headship of Christ 

o Why Male Headship (in the church and home)? 

o Biblical Eldership: Qualifications, roles, & responsibility of elders 

� Spiritual Gifts: Serving Christ and His Body 

� Stewardship: Supporting the Body in Service to Christ 

� Membership: Belonging to the Body (in covenant community) 

 

As we begin the topic of stewardship this morning, its important for us to 

understand that while the Bible speaks primarily to financial stewardship, 

its wise for us to think about all of life with a stewardship perspective. 

For example, a stewardship of… 

� Possessions 

� Time 

� Gifts; talents; skills 

� Affliction  

 

Before we talk about stewardship in terms of what we give, we must talk 

about stewardship in terms of what we love. Because, stewardship is not 

ultimately about money, but about the heart, and what rules the heart, and 

what rejoices the heart.   

 

So today we are going to think through I Timothy 6 where Paul is writing to 

Timothy as a young pastor and warning him to not fall into the same snares 

as the false teachers around them. But of course, what Paul writes is 

applicable to all believers, not just young pastors. Paul is teaching Timothy 

these things in part so that he can show himself an example to those who 

believe (I Tim 4:12).  

 

In verses 3-5 Paul warns Timothy about false teachers who not only teach 

false doctrine but “suppose that godliness is a means of gain” (vs. 5). In other 

words, they are exploiting religious teaching for the purpose of financial 

gain. They are charlatans, peddling the word of God, and in the process 

destroying the true message of the gospel.  

 

What we are going to learn in 1 Tim 6 is that the best way to maximize our 

gain/joy, is to be rich in the things of God and content with our basic 

necessities in this world. In the same breath, Paul is warning us against the 

futility and danger of putting our ambition and hope in earthly wealth and 

he’s exhorting us to make God the sole hope and ambition of our lives. Paul 

is telling us to flee from the love of money and find our security in God 

rather than earthly wealth. The bottom line is this: who will be your God?   

 

So what does all of this have to do with stewardship? Stewardship is the 

result of putting both God and money in their proper place. You can either 

use your money to serve God (stewardship) or you can serve money as your 

God (idolatry). This is a worship issue. Financial stewardship is 

demonstrating God’s supremacy (and supreme value) in your life by the way 

you use your money—that because He is God, it all belongs to Him. And this 

is a means of joy, of great gain. [Verse 6] In other words, the best way to 

maximize our gain/joy, is to be rich in the things of God and content with 

our basic necessities in this world. 

 



So my earnest prayer this morning is that you will respond to God’s word by 

making God your master and money His servant—for your joy. Let me walk 

you through this passage in 8 steps toward godly gain:  

 

1. Godly gain means being content with basic necessities in this world 

[vs. 6-8].  

 

Contentment can be a real struggle in life. And if we lack contentment, there 

will be a continual drive for more. The problem is that no matter how much 

we accumulate in this life, it will leave us dissatisfied.  

 

Eccl 5:10-11 – “He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he 

who loves abundance with its income. This too is vanity. When good things 

increase, those who consume them increase. So what is the advantage to 

their owners except to look on? 

 

Those who are discontent with what they have, may find it hard to believe 

that having more would not bring greater satisfaction. After all money can 

provide a certain level of ease in this life, but ease and satisfaction are two 

different things. Satisfaction comes from being content with what you have.  

 

Just consider what some of the famous wealthy figures of history have said
1
:  

� John D. Rockefeller: “I have made many millions but they have 

brought me no happiness.” 

� Cornelius Vanderbilt: “The care of millions is too great a 

load…there is no pleasure in it.” 

� John Jacob Astor: described himself as “the most miserable man on 

earth.” 

� Henry Ford: “I was happier doing mechanic’s work.” 

 

The reason we can be content with basic necessities like food and covering, 

is found in vs. 7: “” In other words, life is not defined by what you have. 

Jesus said it this way, “Beware, and be on your guard against every form of 

greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his 
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possessions." You were created for God. Your happiness if found in Him, not 

in things.  

 

How do you cultivate contentment in your life? You feed yourself with what 

does satisfy. You find your satisfaction in God and live for His greater 

purposes in life.  

 

2. Godly gain means crucifying the love of money [vs. 9-10] 

 

Let me clarify right at the outset that money itself is not evil. To have money, 

or even to be wealthy, is not sinful. But to let money master you is a grave 

danger for your soul, because its idolatry. We are talking about the love of 

money—setting our heart’s affections on money rather than on God as our 

treasure.  

 

Jesus said it plainly in Matthew 6: “No one can serve two masters; for either 

he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the 

other. You cannot serve God and mammon [riches]."For this reason I say to 

you, do not be anxious for your life, as to what you shall eat, or what you 

shall drink; nor for your body, as to what you shall put on. Is not life more 

than food, and the body than clothing?...But seek first His kingdom and His 

righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you. 

 

Hebrews 13:5-6 –“Let your character be free from the love of money, being 

content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert 

you, nor will I ever forsake you," so that we confidently say, "The Lord is my 

helper.” 

 

The key thing you need to wrestle with is what will I love and in what will I 

trust? If money is what I love and trust, then I will not have God’s help. But 

if God is the One my heart loves and trusts, He will provide whatever I need. 

God can provide what you need (including contentment), but money cannot 

provide God’s help.  

 

This is why Paul says, [vs. 9-10]. This is extremely serious. Paul is saying 

that those who set their hearts on the love of money and make their life’s 

ambition to get rich, set themselves up for ruin and destruction. What Paul 

has in mind here is eternal ruin and destruction because they abandon the 



faith (“by longing for it they have wandered from the faith”—vs 10)
2
. They 

have made money their god rather than Christ. You can’t have two masters. 

Either you will serve the god of money or you will use money to serve God 

as your treasure.  

 

Godly gain means being content with what you have, crucifying the love of money, 

and, thirdly, pursuing godly virtue. 

 

3. Godly gain means pursuing godly virtue [vs. 11].  

 

Flee from the love of money. Run from the temptation, the trap, the harmful 

and foolish desires that pierce you with the grief of godless destruction. 

Don’t let your heart be mastered by greed for wealth. Instead, make it your 

ambition to pursue God. If God is your greatest treasure, you will want to be 

like Him so pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance, and 

gentleness. Paul is highlighting the things that should characterize a 

believer’s life—especially ministers of the gospel.   

 

Righteousness—having a right standing before God and living uprightly 

before men—is greater gain riches.  

Godliness—living in the fear of God and loving God out of a worshiping 

heart—is greater gain than wealth; because what you gain is God.  

Faith—trusting in God—is greater gain than trusting in money. God is able 

to give you so much more! (cf.  2 Chron 25:9 – Amaziah ).  

Love is a greater, more satisfying, treasurer than a bank account or a big 

house where love is lacking. John D. Rockefeller once said, “The poorest 

man I know if that man who has nothing but money.” 
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Perseverance is greater gain than any accumulation of possessions because 

through perseverance we build godly character while overindulgence rots 

character.  

Even gentleness, marked by kindness and humility, is greater gain than the 

pride that so often accompanies wealth.  
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These are the qualities we should be pursuing in life by making God Himself 

our highest ambition—because these qualities represent God Himself.  

 

4. Godly gain means living for eternal value [vs. 12].  

 

What a contrast to the worldly pursuits that plunge men into ruin and 

destruction. Paul exhorts Timothy to “lay hold of the eternal life.” Its’ not 

that Timothy didn’t already have eternal life. He’s saying, take hold of the 

quality of that life now. Live out the values that are consistent with who you 

are in Christ and what you will be in eternity.  

 

Notice this requires a battle: “Fight the good fight of faith!” We have to 

battle against the enticements of this world. But we also have to battle for 

faith itself—to fight the sin of unbelief with a wartime mentality. If you are 

going to be content, satisfied, and secure in Christ, you can’t be lazy in your 

faith. You have to keep fighting and disciplining yourself to trust God to 

meet every need and satisfy your soul. When we are tempted to trust in 

ourselves, or to complain and grow discouraged, we have to say, “NO, Soul! 

God is faithful and He is able to satisfy. He can give me so much more than 

this. So I’m going to pick up the sword of the Spirit which is the word of 

God, and I’m going to trust in His promises.  

 

Live your life for eternal gain by fighting the fight of faith.  

 

5. Godly gain means persevering in obedience and holiness [vs. 13-14].  

 

When we walk in obedience to God; when we keep His word from being 

stained in our lives or from bringing reproach upon His word, we walk in the 

favor of God—the One who gives life! My friends, there is great gain in 

walking in obedience to God and persevering in a life toward holiness 

because there is great gain in walking in the blessing and favor of God.  

 

Paul says we are to pursue this life of obedience and holiness until Jesus 

comes. In other words, our time on this earth is a preparation for heaven. So 

don’t live as though this earth is your final home. It doesn’t pay to stockpile 

here at the expense of minimizing eternal joy.  

 



6. Godly gain means having an all-consuming, glorious vision of God (vs. 

15-16).  

 

In verse 15, Paul interrupts himself with a spontaneous doxology of praise! 

[vs. 15-16]. Nothing motivates us to pursue godly gain over earthly gain 

more than a true vison of the greatness and majesty of God. What greater 

gain could we have than personally knowing and walking in fellowship with 

the blessed God—the fountain of joy and blessing who is the only Sovereign 

with no rival? To have the King of kings and Lord of lords as our as our 

Champion and Savior who alone possesses immortality and can alone give us 

immortality. This God dwells in unapproachable light, holy and glorious as 

an all-consuming fire, which means His wrath must destroy all sin and evil. 

The only way to have the ultimate gain of God’s favor is for Jesus to rescue 

us from our sin.  

 

We’re talking about the difference between ultimate loss and ultimate gain. 

Ultimate loss = forfeiting your soul at the end of life because your sin brings 

you under the judgment and wrath of God who is holy and must condemn all 

sin.  

Ultimate gain = having eternal life so that death is not a loss to you but gain.  

The only way for you to have ultimate gain over ultimate loss is if the 

judgment for your sin falls on Christ instead of on you. That’s why you must 

trust in Christ to save you with a living and personal faith that changes the 

whole direction of your life.  

 

John 3:36 – “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not 

obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." The only 

way for us to walk through the all-consuming light and heat of God’s 

holiness as sinful people, is to be dressed in the perfect righteousness of 

Jesus Christ through faith in the grace He secured for us at the cross.  

 

Godly gain means having an all-consuming, glorious vison of God and 

loving it because of the grace of God that makes Him our Father. Most 

people struggle with joyful stewardship because their vision of God is too 

small and their understanding of the gospel is too shallow. If your vision is 

set on earthly gain, your vision is too small.  

 

7. Godly gain means humbly fixing our hope on God alone [vs. 17].  

 

Paul does not say that making money is wrong. He does not say that to be 

wealthy is sinful. What he warns us against is letting it control our hearts and 

making it the ambition of our lives. So what about those who are considered 

wealthy (By the way, the wealthy are not just those who have more money 

than you. The Rich are those who have more than what their basic necessities 

require)? First, don’t be proud. You are not better because you have more. 

Recognize that whatever you have comes from God and belongs to God. 

Second, fix your hope on God, not on the uncertainty of riches. Keep your 

heart and your trust centered on God. I love the end of vs. 17—“God, who 

richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.” When God has His rightful place 

in your life, then you are free to enjoy His gifts without guilt. He provides 

everything we need and more for our joy. But we must not let those gifts take 

the place of God, which means we will always be ready to share whatever 

God has entrusted to us. Finally, in as much as God has blessed you with 

abundance, be abundantly generous with others in need. This brings us to our 

final point.  

 

8. Godly gain means generously stewarding our earthly wealth for 

heavenly investment [vs. 18-19].  

 

God gives us an abundance for 3 reasons: 1) to meet our needs, 2) to meet the 

needs of others who lack abundance, and 3) to invest in the work of God’s 

kingdom.  

 

To those who are have been blessed beyond their basic needs, vs. 19 says, 

“be rich in good works, be generous and ready to share, storing up for 

yourselves a good foundation for the future so that they make take hold of 

that which is life indeed.”  

 

Jesus said it this way in Matt 6: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon 

earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure 

is, there will your heart be also” (vs. 19-21). 

 



The joy of stewardship is for those who put God and money in their proper 

place.  

Have you fixed your hope on God or on the uncertainty of riches?  

Is your main ambition in life to be rich in God or earthly gain?  

Are you rich in God and content with the basic necessities of life?  

Do you have the ultimate gain of Christ as your eternal Savior?  


